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position that a perfect and loving God creates a ruined
soul and then punishes him for being what He has made him,
or else that He is dealing with growing, developing crea-
tures whom He is training for ultimate blessedness, and if
in any life a man is born wicked and evil, it is because he
has gone amiss and must reap in sorrow the results of evil
in order that he may learn wisdom and turn to good. It
is for Christians to realise how it illuminates life and
makes rational the burning hope of the Apostle that
<s Christ be formed in you ", a hope not possible for the
best of men in a single life, and one ludicrously impossible
and meaningless if set before the dejected mass of the
slum-population, drink-sodden and sin-stained, yet far
more sinned against than sinning.
Thus Reincarnation is a Christian doctrine, and if a
Christian accepts it by the exercise of his reason and
thought, and comes to the conclusion that Reincarnation is
true, he ought not to take it as an alien doctrine, coming
from the Hindu, Buddhist, Egyptian, Greek, and Roman
religions, but should take it as part of his Christian
birthright, as part of the faith once delivered to the saints.
Q. If Reincarnation is thus a Christian doctrine,
why has it disappeared and has no place in modern
Christianity ?
Ans, Not a word of judgment, criticism or warning
is found in the New Testament against this doctrine,
which, as we saw before, formed a considerable portion of
the philosophies and faiths of the Jews and the Gentiles,
On the contrary, the Scriptures contain numerous pas-
sages that are illumined, and only rendered understandable,
by the light shed upon them by the doctrine of Reincar-
nation. But that doctrine was condemned and ruled out
•of orthodox Christianity by the Second Council of

